ONGOING CREATION

he Treasury has from time

to time contained comment

on the dangers our young
people face at university. Exposure to
evolutionary science is given as one of
the hazards to faith. We feel that we
must respond to this concern.

We are biologists who are (or have
been) associated with the Brethren.
We are committed to the God who
has made himself known in the
saving death and resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ. We are confident
that the Bible is the inspired word
of God. But we are concerned thart
the relationship between science
and biblical theology is often
misunderstood. This is ironic because
science arose as an expression of
Christian worship.

Creation
The doctrine of creation teaches
that the triune God is the Creator
of everything in the universe. It
is common to regard creation as a
doctrine of remporal origin: that God
created certain things ac particular
rimes. We believe thar it is more
biblical to view creation as a concept
of onrological origin: that God is the
creator of everything at all times (Rom.
11:36; Heb. 2:10). The Universe
is a space-time continuum, every
progressive instant of which is created.
History is part of that creation, even
though much that happens in history
is contrary to God’s nature and will.
This reflects the freedom that God has
given to his world.

The Bible describes Israel, the
Church and each one of us as
being created. This createdness
encompasses the histories of
[srael, of the Church and of each
individual, including the suffering
and catastrophe entailed in those
histories. The createdness of our
world must include its historical
(evolutionary) dimension.
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included the following lines:

evolution in this issue.

being waged in our churches.

This article, submitted by the men whose names are attached
at the end of it, came to The Treasury with a covering note that

Please find aftached a brief statement regarding the threats
faced by our young people at University, and the place of

We are biologisis or medical specialists with research
experience. We are deeply concerned at the “evolution wars"

Along with other Christian scientists who worship with other
fellowships, we believe that the truth of biological evolution is
established, and the on-going effort to deny this is bringing
the gospel into disrepute. Denial of the findings of science
can only harm our young people when they become exposed
to tertiary study. We consider that any concept of “creation”
that is remotely biblical must be able to include the temporal

dimension in its ambit.

Creation cannot therefore be an
alternative to any scientific theory or
hypothesis. Any understanding of
evolutionary process in the natural
world must simply reflect process
within God’s creation.

The Bible

The early chaprers of Genesis are
foundational for our understanding
of reality. They proclaim a unique,
all-encompassing world-view rather
than a particular scientific world-
picture.

The structure of Genesis 1

‘The Hebrews took the literary
forms circulating in their religious
environment (such as a seven-part
creation story) and filled them wich
radically new content. In Genesis 1,
a first bracker of three days describes
how God gave form to his world. The
second three days describe how he
populated the world with creatures
(connecting days 1 and 4, 2 and 5,
and 3 and 6). The layout of Genesis 1
is not ehronological but theological.?

Chaos

The earth was without form (tohu) ...

and void (wabohu)

Days 1-3 days of separation

Days 4-6 days of population

Day 1 separation of light and darkness

Day 4 celestial lights

Day 2 separation of waters and atmosphere
(firmament)

Day 5 fish and birds in the waters and

atmosphere

Day 3
act | gathering of seas and land
act 2 vegetation

Day 6
act 1 animals
act 2 humanicy

Thus the heavens and earch were created ...

in all their vast array

Day 7 rest
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